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April 18, 2005
Chico City Council
411 Main Street

Chico, CA  95926
Subject:  
Reducing flooding potential at Cohasset Road as part of the widening project
Dear Council Members:
The Alliance is writing to request that the City Council schedule an agenda item to discuss amending the scope for the Cohasset Road widening project to incorporate design techniques to manage flooding of Sycamore Creek.  As many of you remember, Sycamore Creek overtopped its levees and flooded Cohasset Road in 1997.  Together with the flooding on Highway 99 and Keefer Road, this cut off the airport, causing great economic loss to the City.  We believe the major factor contributing to this flooding was debris entrapment on the multiple pilings that support the Cohasset Road bridge over Sycamore Creek.  Also contributing to flood hazards is the accumulation of sediment that has been transported downstream from severe erosional downcutting of Sycamore Creek.  This area of sediment deposition has formed a seasonal wetland with valuable habitat and we do not advocate a program of sediment removal to address the hazard.
We recognize that modifying this bridge would be extremely expensive, but we believe there is a lower cost option that can be incorporated into the Cohasset Road widening project.  North of Sycamore Creek are grazing lands which appear to be at an appropriate elevation to divert water from Sycamore Creek in a high flow situation.  If Cohasset Road were raised and culverts installed underneath it and the adjacent bike path, then these floodwaters could bypass the bridge, flow under the road across City-owned land and be reintroduced into Sycamore Creek downstream of the bridge.  It is our understanding from staff that this concept is outside the scope of the current project and we request that the City Council add this element to the project.
A complete solution to this problem would include modifying the bridge piers, repairing the erosional downcutting of Sycamore Creek and raising Cohasset Road.  Debris will continue to be trapped on the bridge piers and sediment is likely to continue accumulating as it is transported from the downcut area.  However, we believe that increasing the road elevation and providing a bypass for floodwaters will provide safety for Chico’s citizens and protect the economic productivity of the airport while maintaining the environmental value of Sycamore Creek.

Thank you for consideration of this matter.  We look forward to discussing it further with you.

Sincerely,

Susan Strachan

Watershed Coordinator

cc:
Cliff Sellers (via email)

Fritz McKinley (via email)
BIG CHICO CREEK WATERSHED ALLIANCE 
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The mission of the Big Chico Creek Watershed Alliance is to protect and enhance the ecological integrity and economic vitality of the Big Chico Creek watershed through cooperative efforts.

www.bigchicocreek.org
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